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ORDINATION SERMON. 


ACTS, xxvi. 29. 


And Paul jaid, I would to God, that not only thou, but 
alſo all that hear me this day, were both almoſt, and 
altogether ſuch as I am, except theſe bonds. 


HE Converſion and Apoſtleſhip of 
Paul, have been juſtly conſidered 
as furniſhing no ſmall evidence, in 
ſupport of the truth, and divinity, 
of the Chriſtian Religion. This re- 
markable man, firſt known by the 
name of Saul, was highly diſtinguiſhed for his abili- 
ties, learning, and eloquence. Trained up a Phari- 
ſee, and holding the firſt rank among that numerous 
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and popular Jewiſh ſe, he was placed under the beſt | 
advantages to propagate his own religious ſyſtem, and 


to cruſh every other. His life correſponded with 
his doctrine, in the eyes © 
and he was zealous of the traditions of his fathers, 


above moſt of his yeurs and ſtanding, 
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4 
He was a decided and inveterate enemy to the re- 
Ion of jeſus Chriſt. When the blood of Stephen, 
the firſt chriſtian martyr, was ſhed, he ſtood by, con- 
ſenting unto his death, and kept the raiment of them 
that flew him. His whole ſoul was bent in cutting 
off from the earth all who payed homage to the name 

of Jeſus of Nazareth, without diſtinftion of age or 
ſex. He ſearched for them in every houſe, in which 
they were to be found, and. committed them to priſ- 
on; and when they were put to death, he gave his 

voice againſt them, “ Breathing out threatenings and 
ſlaugbter againſt the diſciples of the Lord, he went 
unto the high prieſt, and defired of him letters to Da- 
maſcus to the ſynagogues, that if he found any of 
this way, whether they were men or women, he might 
bring them bound unto»Jeruſalem.” 

Nothing was farther from the thoughts or deſire of 

Saul, than the eyent which took place, when he drew 
near Damaſcus. Suddenly, at midday, there ſhone 
round about him a light from heaven, eclipſing the 
brightneſs of the ſun. - Our bloody perſecutor, with 
thoſe who journeyed with him, fell to the earth. To 
him was addreffed a voice, in the Hebrew tongue, 
« Saul ! Saul ! why perſecuteſi thou me? The appear- 
ance, and the yoice, filled his ſoul with awe and a- 
mazement ; and, convinced that what he ſaw and 
heard were immediate communications from above, he 
exclaimed—* Who art thou, Lord ?” And the Lord ſuid, 

I am Jeſus of Nazareth, whom thou perſecuteſt,” in my 
diſciples—you cannot prevail againſt me- you are 
wounding and deſtroying yourſelf! * And he, trem- 
bling and aſtoniſhed, faid, Lord, what wilt thou have 
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| | 5 

me to do? And the Lord ſaid unto him, Ariſe, and 
go into the city, and it ſhall be told thee what thou 
mult do: For I have appeared unto thee forghis 
poſe, to make thee a miniſter and a witneſs, both 
theſe things, which thou haſt ſeen; and of thoſe 
in the which-Fwill appear unto thee ; delivering 


from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto Shom 


now I ſend thee; to open their eyes, and to turn 
them from darkneſs to light, and from the power of 
Satan unto God, that they may reccive forgiveneſs 
of fins, and inheritance among them which are ſanc- 
tified by faith that is in me.” When Saul roſe from 
the earth, his eyes were fo affcQed by the glory of 
that light, which had ſhined around bim, as to be un- 
able to diſtinguiſh objects; and he was led by thoſe 
who were with him, and conducted into Damaſcus. 


How different was this entrance, from that which he 


had defigned! But God's thoughts are not our thoughts, 
neither are bis ways our ways. This bloody perſecutor 
obtained mercy, that in him firlt Jeſus Chriſt might 
ſhew forth all long ſuffering, for a pattern to them, 


who ſhould hereafter believe on him to life everlaſt- | 


ing.” Ta return, 


After Saul had continued three days without Light, | 


and without eating and drinking, a certain diſciple, 
at Damaſcus, whoſe name was Ananias, came to him, 
by divine command, and laid his hands upon him, 
that his blindneſs might be removed, and that he 
might be filled with the Holy Ghoſt. The ſcales 
immediately fell from his eyes, he received baptiſm, 
and preached the faith which once he deſtroyed. He 
labored more abundantly than all the other Apoſiles, 
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to propagate the goſpel ; and was the moſt ſucceſsful 
inſtrument, in this work, that was ever raiſed up, 
in any age or country. In advancing the Redeem- 
es kingdom, he labored from youth to old age; and 

this cauſe he was willing to ſacrifice worldly gains 
and honors, and even life itſelf. 

After Paul had ſpent many years in preaching a 
crucified Saviour, and in gathering churches among 
the Gentiles, to whom he was particularly ſent, the 
Jews laid violent hands upon him, in their temple, 


and would have put him to death, without the formal- 


ities of a trial, had not the Roman officer, who com- 
manded the caſtle in Jeruſalem, reſcued him from 


their outrageous malice. To the ſame man he was 


afterwards indebted for the preſervation of his life, 
when more than forty of the Jews had bound them- 
ſelves under a curſe, ſaying, That they would neither 


eat nor drink, till they had embrued their hands in 
his blood. 


The Apoſtle firſt made his defence before the peo- 


ple at large, as he ſtood on the ſtairs which led up to 
the caſtle. He next pleaded his cauſe before the 
Sanhedrim ; and afterwards before Felix, the Roman 
Governor, and Feſtus, who ſucceeded him. After a 
hearing before theſe ſeveral tribunals, he appealed to 
Ceſar. While he was kept in confinement, till an 
opportunity could be found of ſending him to Rome, 
Agrippa, a profeſſed Jew, and king under the Roman 
emperor, came to Ceſarea, in company with Ber- 
nice, his ſiſter, to congratulate Feſtus on his acc eſſion 
to the government of Judea. Feſtus acquainted A- 
grippa with the caſe of Paul, whereupon the king de- 
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fired to hear him in perſon. On the following day, 
„When Agrippa was come, and Bernice, with great, 


pomp, and was entered into the place of hearing, 


with the chief captains, and principal men of the city, 
at Feſtus' commandment Paul was brought forth.” 


This illuſtrious priſoner entered into a detail of his 
former life, and his converſion to Chriſtianity. He 
made an appeal, in the cloſe, to Moſes and the Proph- 
ets, in ſupport of the divine miſſion of Jeſus of Naz- 
areth, as the promiſed Meſſiah. In this place Feſtus 


interrupted him, crying out, with a loud voice 


. Paul! thou art beſide thyſelf ! Much learning doth 
make thee mad!” The Apoltle replied, .I am not 
mad, moſt noble Feſtus ; but ſpeak forth the words 
of truth and ſoberneſs. For the king knoweth of 


theſe things, before whom alſo I ſpeak freely: For 1 


am perſuaded that none of theſe things are hidden 
from him ; for this thing was not done in a corner. 
King Agrippa, believeſt thou the prophets ? I know 
that thou believeſt. Then Agrippa ſaid unto Paul, 
Almoſt thou perſuadeſt me to be Chriſtian.” Theſe 
words of the king furniſhed an opportunity to the 
Apoſtle to expreſs himſelf as in the text I would to 
God, that not only thou, but alſo all that hear me this 


day, were both almoſt, and altogether ſuch as J am, ex- 


cept theſe bonds. 


The ſpirit, which breathes in this declaration, bears 
yo reſemblance to the heated zeal of a blind zealot. 
Nor does it carry any appearance of likeneſs to the 
condutt of thoſe deſigning religious partiſans, who 
provoke oppoſition, that they may avail themſelves of 
their ſufferings, to draw the pity, and the prejudices, 
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of the unthinking multitude over to their fide.” The 


abilities, the knowledge, the experience, and much 


more the conduQ, of Paul, forbid ſuch an imputation. 
Where, among all the public trials of the celebrated 
ſages of pagan antiquity, do we find fuch wiſdom, 
fuch integrity, fuch fortitude, and fach dignified 
meekneſs, as in the behaviour of this chriſtian hero; 


whether be was defending bimſelf before an incenſed 


rabble, or before governors and kings? The firſt bias 
given to his mind, in his juvenile years, was wholly 
on the fide of his accuſers; and his worldly intereſt 


and reputation forbad his eſpouſing the doctrine of 


the croſs. Nothing,' but the irreſiſtible force of truth, 
could have influenced him to embrace the cauſe of 
the deſpiſed Galilean ; to make ſuch wiſe, vigorous, 
and perſevering efforts, for its advancement ; and to 
reſign up, for its ſake, every thing that was dear to 


him as a man. He was every way qualified to be an 


able and impartial witneſs of the truth of the goſpel. 
There is no way in which his teſtimony can be im- 
paired ; as the enlightened and the candid "muſt ac- 
knowledge. He muſt have been influenced by the 


| beſt motives, when he expreſſed his earneſt deſire 
and prayer, that all who were aſſembled to hear his 
defence, might embrace that religion, for which he 


was called to ſuffer. Under his unjuſt and cruel 
treatment, he did not diſcover a ſpirit of revenge; 
but his whole conduct breathed good will to the 
crowd, which curioſity, or malevolence, had drawn 
together. He wiſhed them all to become real Chril- 
tians ; becauſe he knew that, in that way alone, they 


would eſcape future miſery, and inherit everlaſting 


* | happineſs, 


"2 


a 


happineſs. He did not derive his preſent feelings 
from the leſſons taught him. by Gamaliel, nor from 
the pompous rites, which once flattered his pharifai- 


cal pride; but from the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. It 
is alſo to be remarked, that he expreſsly excepted 


his bonds, when he uttered the deſires of his heart for 
the converſion of his hearers: He had no wiſh, 
however cruelly they had treated him, that they 
might be loaded with his chains; but that they tight 


ſhare with him the bleſſings, which Chriſtianity of. 


fers, without being ſubjected to his ſufferings. | 

From the paſſage of ſcripture we have been con- 
ſidering, in its conneQtion, we learn the true ſpirit ef 
the primitive Miniſters and Chriſtians.— It was their 
hearts' deſire and prayer to God, that their fellow 
men might be ſaved. The Apoſtle Paul manifeſted 
this ſpirit, ever after he became a diſciple of Jeſus 


Chriſt, Wich what tenderneſs, and warmth of affee- 


tion, doth he ſpeak of his brethren, his kinſmen ac- 
cording to the fleſh, in their hardened and blinded 
ſtate. He declares, that he had “ great heavineſs, and 
continual ſorrow in his heart,” on account of their 
rejection of goſpel grace. To promote the ſalva- 


tion of ſinners, of whatever nation, he, and the other 
Apoſtles, were willing to travel round the world; and 


expoſe themſelves to hardſhips, and perils, of every 

kind. To men, whoſe minds embraced ſuch objedts, 

and ' whoſe hearts were wartned with ſach affeQions, 

priſons were turned into houſes of praiſe. 

All true Chriſtians © have been made to drink into 

one ſpirit :” And however various their gifts, employ- 
B | ments, 
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ments, or degrees of ſandtification may be, they agree 
in reſembling the benevolence of their common Lord 


mankind lay on his heart, is witneſſed by his incar- 
nation, his obedience; his agony, and his death. He 
wept. over impenitent Jeruſalem, © Saying, If thou 


hadſt known, even thou, at leaſt in this thy day, the 


things which belong unto thy peace! but now they 
are hidden from thine eyes.”* He prayed for his 
murderers, as he was expiring on the eroſs— Fg. 
ther, forgive them ! for they know not what they do,” 
He was delivered for the offences of ſinners, and 
was raifed again for their juſtification. 

. To enter more particularly into the nature of that 
benevolence, which the goſpel dictates and inſpires, 
we may obſerve, 

Firſt, That every real Chriſtian loves his neighbor 
as himfelf. Not confined within thoſe ſelfiſh and 
eontracted feelings, which conſtitute the effence of 
depravity, his heart is enlarged, by that generous af- 


FeQion, which makes the happineſs of others his own. 


It muſt, indeed; follow, from the limited nature of 
man, that the happineſs of each individual is, under 
Providence, intruſted to himſelf, in a different ſenſe, 
from the happineſs of his neighbor; but this does 
not militate againſt the duty of viewing the welfare 


| + of the latter in the fame light with his own. The 


portion of intelligent exiſtence, whieh any one pol- 
ſeſſes, does not derive its primary worth from its be- 
ing lis, but from the relation it bears to the Infinite 
Mind, and to the whole intelligent creation. The 


character 


| * Luke, xix. 42, 


and Maſter. How much the everlaſting welfare of 


11 

character of God, che capacity of the rational nature 
for happineſs, and its relation to the Creator and his 
offspring, are the foundation on which the divine law 
is built. That temper of heart, which-correſponds 
with our relation to God, and to our fellow. crea- 
tures, is called love; and is the ſum of all that the 
ſupreme Lawgiver requireth of us. The mediatori- 
al interpoſition, which provides a relief for the guil- 
ty, is not deſigned to change the nature of moral 
government, nor to conduct men to happineſs, who, 
through life, remain ſtrangers to holy love. This 


alfofion only, will unite creatures to God, and to 


each other; and can form a moral fitneſs for the Joys 
of paradiſe, 


Under the iulluence of divine +00 every true 


Chriſtian feels intereſted ip the everlaſting welfare 


of his fellow creatures. He conſiders, that they have 
ſouls of the ſame worth as his own, that they are as 
capable of enjoying. happineſs as himſelf, and that 
the future endleſs puniſhment, which 1s threatened, 
mult be as dreadful and intolerable, to them, as it 


would be to him. Hence, he is led to pray, and io 


make exertions, for them ; that they may be deliver- 
ed from the bondage and guilt of ſin, and be made 
holy and happy. The followers of Chriſt remember 
the wormwoed and the gall, which attended their 
former ſtate of alienatian from God. Full yell they 
know, that peace cannot dwell in che breaſt of that 


man, whoſe heart is at variance with his God, with 


the felicity and glory of bis kingdom, and with the 
dictates of the monitor, implanted within him. They 
will te, earneſtly deſire, that ſinners may be 

converted 
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converted ſrom the error of their way, and may be 
ſuved from eternal death. They will not be over- 
come of the evil, which they may receive from the 
hands of wicked and unreaſonable men; but vill riſe 
above it, and ſtrive to overcome it with good. Chriſt 
declares, in his ſermon on the mount, * If ye love 
them who love you, what reward have ye? Do not 
even the publicans the ſame?” We are ſtrangers to 
chriſtian love, if we cannot pray for our enemies; 
and that God would have mercy on them, who have 
no compaſſion for their own ſouls. The ſpirit of be- 
. nevolence increaſes in believers, as they advance in 
ſanctification, and brightens the light which the world 
receives from their example. a 

Thoſe, who wiſh well to mankind, cannot 3 
to the final exciſion of the impenitent, in the future 
ſtate, on any other ground, aſide from their perſonal 
defert, than the neceſſity of their puniſhment to pro- 
mote the wiſe and holy deſigns of the government 
- of ] ehovah. The torments of hell, conſidered in this 
light, will not give pain to the inhabitants of heaven; 
in whom the weakneſs of fleſh and blood will be done 
away, and ſelfiſh intereſts will wholly ceaſe. But, 
while the followers of Chrift can look on ſinners as 
priſoners of hope, they muſt warmly deſire, that they 
might unite with them, in travelling the road to 
the New Jeruſalem-; and that they might join to- 
gether, i in Fan God, and the Lamb, for ever and | 
ever. 

Secondh, The aid, which true Chriſtians have 
for the honor of Jeſus Chriſt, impels them to deſire 
the ration of ſinners. _ 


The 


* 
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The ſufferings of Chriſt, and the ingathering of 
m of the human race into his kingdom, are 
events, which are connected with each other, in the 
revealed will of God; and the laſt is conſidered as 
the fruit of the former. Iſaiab, liii. 10, 11: „vet 
it pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe bim; he bath put him 
to grief: When thou ſhalt make his ſoul an offering 
for ſin, he ſhall ſee his ſeed, be ſhall prolong his 
days, and the pleaſure of the Lord ſhall proſper in 
his hand. He ſhall ſee of the travail of his ſoul, and 
ſhall be ſatisfied : By his knowledge ſhall my right- 
eous ſervant juſtify many ; for he ſhall bear their 
iniquities.” That ſuch fruit ſhould follow the atone- 


ment made by the Son of God, is promiſed in the 


covenant of redemption. To this the Redeemer re- 
fers in John vi. g7th, 38th, and goth verſes: “ All 
that the Father giveth me ſhall come to me ; and him 
that cometh to me, I will in no wile caſt ont. For 
I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, 
but the will of him that ſent me. And this is the 
Father's will which hath ſent me, that of all which 
he hath given me I ſhould loſe nothing, but ſhould 

raiſe it up again at the laſt day.” 
Is is evident, from the foregoing, and parallel 
places, that the deſign of Chriſt's coming into the 
world cannot be accompliſhed, without reſcuing ſome 
of our apoſtate race from the dominion and guilt of 
fin, and beſtowing upon them eternal life. The uni- 
verſal miſery of mankind would defeat one impor- 
tant end of the atonement. Were none of Adam's 
poſterity delivered from the curſe of the law, and 
brought unto glory, the promiſe made to him by the 
= ather 
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Father would fail and the divine- . would 
ſuffer. | 

All, who have at heart the VIE of Chriſt, muſt, 
with the Apoſtle in the text, ardently deſire, that ſin- 
ners may ſubmit to his ſceptre, and know by expe- 


rience the riches of his grace. Friendſhip to a per- 
fou prompts us to wiſh him ſucceſs, and that his 
worth might be publicly acknowledged. If we be 


| Friends to Chriſt, we fhall pray that he, who is the 
brightneſs of the Father's glory, and the expreſs im- 
age of his perſon, may receive devout and thankful 
homage from mankind, and that they may join in 
the ſong of the redeemed, * Saying with a loud voice, 
Worthy is the Lamb that was flain, to receive pow- 


er, and riches, and wiſdom, and rength, ana honor, 


and glory, and bleſſing.“ 

In addition to the foregoing motives, which in- 
fluence the deſires of chriſtian benevatencey may be 
added, 27 
Thirdly, That the glory of God is Giſpayed in the 
falvation of ſinners. 

In the work of redemption, 4 et the 
triune God are moſt clearly manifeſted to the minds 
of intelligent creatures. Epheſ. iii. 40: „To the 
intent that now unto the principalities and powers in 
heavenly places, might be known by the church the 
manifold wiſdom of God.“ In redeeming and ſav. 
ing ſinners, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, 
each hath his diſtin office. The moral perfections 
of the Deity ſhine with the brighteſt luſtre in the 
atonement, and in its application. Mercy and truth 
are here ſeen to meet together, and righteouſneſs and 

peace 
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peace to kiſs each other. We behold the divine 
law ſupported, and all its rights vindicated, while 
pardon and eternal life are conferred on thoſe who 
deſerve eternal death. We are led, as in the caſe 
of Saul of Tarſus, to ſee grace abounding, where fig 
had abounded; and to admire the triumphs of the 
.. former, in proportion as the latter had reigned. In 
me day of God's power, we behold thoſe made the 
willing ſubjects of his kingdom, who had ſaid unto 
him Depart from us; for we deſire not the know 
edge of thy ways.” How deciſive is the evidence, 
in ſuch ſeaſons, that the things which are impoſſible 
with men, are poſſible with God ? The methods a- 
dopted by infinite wiſdom, to keep alive grace 1n 
the hearts of individual believers, and to preſerve the 
church on the earth, are ſuited to raiſe within us 
bigh and admiring thoughts of the knowledge, pow- 
er, mercy, and faithfulneſs, of the great Lord of all. 
Believers are ſtiled © a choſen generation, a royal 
prieſthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people ;” and 
the great end of their calling is, that they may © ſhew 
forth. the praiſes of Him who hath called them out 
of darkneſs into his marvellous light.”* Hence, al- 
ſo, the Apoſtle Paul, ſpeaking of the final victory of 
believers, obſerves, in his addreſs to them, “ For all 
things are for your ſakes, that the abundant grace 
might, through the thankſgiving of many, redound to 
che glory of God,” T As Chriſtians make the divine 
glory the ultimate end of their lives, they cannot 
withhold the deſire, that their ſellow men might place 
their affeQions on the ſame object; and that, there- 
6000 1 | tore, 
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fore, they might be made partakers of that grate; 
which alone leads the heart to God. He appears 
every way deſerving che homage of his rational crea: 


tures, to all who are reconciled to his government. 
In the midſt of all their imperfections, it is their 


hearts' defire and prayer, that the diſobedient might 


be turned to the wiſdom of the juſt, that their feet 
might be guided into the way of peace, and that their 


fouls might magnify the Lord. 


IN improving this diſcourſe, we may obſerve, 

1. That Chriſtianity breathes an excellent ſpirit. 
We have ſeen its influence on the Apoſtle Paul, 
while he ſtood before Agrippa, defending himſelf 
againſt the falſehood and malice of his enemies. It 
has alſo been obſerved, that all the true followers of 
Jeſus Chriſt are governed by the feelings of pure be- 
nevolence ; and hence are led earneſtly to defire 
the everlaſting happineſs of their fellow ſinners; from 
the regard which they have, to the higheſt intereſt 
of mankind, to the honor of the crucified Saviour, 


and the glory of God. We muſt be loſt to all ſenſe 


of moral beauty, if we diſcover no charms in chriſ- 


tian love. It is the bond of perfectneſs; it renders . 
the happineſs of others our own; and brings the ſoul 


into a ſtate of communion with the Father, and with 
his Son Jeſus Chriſt. 

Neither envy, nor malice, nor revenge, nor any 
corrupt affedion, can reign in thoſe who have im- 
bibed the ſpirit of the goſpel. They feel compaſſion 
for the ſouls of men; they mourn for the crimes 
and the follies of the wicked, and pray that God 

| would 


ld 
would grant to them repentance unto life. The uni- 
verſal dominion of chriſtian love would put an end 
to the broils and contentions, which diſturb the peace 
of ſociety, and would baniſh ſlaughter and n. 
ſhed from the earth. © 


We ſearch in vain for any principle, which can 


render creatures one, under all circumſtances and 


Forever, except in the religion of Jeſus Chriſt, In- 
dividuals may aſſociate, and walk together for a time, 


from motives which originate in pride, contention, 


avarice, and other corrupt propenſities; but when 
their private intereſts claſh, they will become ene- 
mies to each other, without changing the ground on 
which their friendſhip was built. The diſcords a- 
mong real Chriſtians, which ſometimes happen, are 
to be accounted for, from remaining fin ; but their 
differences will ſoon be at an end. When they ſhal! 
meet before the throne above, they will be made 
perfect in one; they will experience the inexprefit- 
ble delight of mingling ſouls, and of uniting with one 
heart and voice, in the employments of the New Je- 
ruſalem. The moment any one cordially embraces 
the goſpel, he enters into a brotherhood of the no- 
bleſt and moſt endearing nature, he becomes a friend 
to God's holy intelligent kingdom, and he gives glo- 
1 to his great name. 

. We infer the importance of receiving the gol 
1 in its primitive purity. 
The religion of the Bible is eſſentially different 
from every other, that has been promulgated among 
mankind; not only as it opens a way for apoſtate 


Creatures to be forgiven, and 0 be reſtored to the 
divine 
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divine favor, but as it t breathes a ſpirit of pure and 
difintereſted love. The doctrines and laws, which 
it contains, the ſelf denial it requires, and the retri- 
butions it announces, widely diſtinguiſh it from all 
the efforts of the human mind. With the goſpel in 
our hands, we muſt be criminal, if we be not con- 


vinced, that © the wiſdom of this world i 1s fooliſhneſs 


with God.” 

It was acknowledged by the enemies of Chriſt, 
in the courſe of his public miniſtry, that never man 
ſpake like him. He came into the world to bear 


witneſs unto the truth. The diſcourſes, which were 


uttered by him, and by thoſe who were immediately 
commiſſioned from on high, are inimitable, for their 
ſimplicity, and force. They impart light, peace, 
and fortitude to Chriſtians ; and give them a mouth 
and wiſdom, which all their adverſaries are not able 
to gainſay nor reſiſt. Preachers, who depart from 


the apoſtolic doctrine, may be admired for their 
depth, their learning, and their eloquence; but their 
ſermons will have nothing in them, which is adapted 
to edify the children of God, or to alarm the wick- 
ed. The weight and authority of evangelical truth, 


are not to be found in the tinſel ſhow of art, nor in 
the ſubtilties of vain philoſophy. The goſpel is ſim- 
ple, and ſublime; and it is as much calculated for 
the loweſt as the higheſt of the human race; and 
holds out to both the ſame way of entering into life. 
Thoſe who are the moſt humble are the moſt emi- 
nent in the ſchool of Chriſt. Matth. xviiith. . At the 
ſame time came the diſciples unto Jeſus, ſaying, 
Who is the greateſt 1 in the kingdom of heaven? And 

Jeſus 
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Jeſus called a little child unto him, and ſet him in 
the midſt of them, and ſaid, Verily I ſay unto you, 
Except ye be converted, and become as little chil- 
dren, ye ſhall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. 
Whoſoever, therefore, ſhall humble himſelf, as this 
little child, the ſme is en in the een of 
heaven.” 

The charaQter of the real chriſtian i is falſely aſſum- 
ed by thoſe, who do not place the higheſt value on 
the faith which was one delivered to the ſaints, and 
who will not earneſtly contend for it, againſt its en- 
emies. It is declared, in the ſecond Epiſtle of John, 


that © whoſoever tranſgreſſeth, and abideth not in the 


doctrine of Chriſt, kath not God.” How different is 
this language, from that of thoſe, who make individ- 
wal ſincerity the only requiſite teſt of religious truth! 
This laſt places Chriſtianity on the ſame ground with 
Mahometaniſm, and Paganiſm ; for every one will 
grant, that there are Muſſulmen, and Heathens, 
who are ſincere, or who profeſs with their mouths, 
what they believe in their hearts; and are fully per- 
ſuaded, that their religion has both truth and divine 
authority on its ſide. Paul was fincere, while he was 
perſecuting the church, and was in the road to ruin. 
His converſion was as neceſſary for his ſalvation as 
for his Apoſtleſhip. The former hope of this Phari- 
ſee was as groundleſs as that of his brethren ; con- . 
cerning which ſect, Chriſt declares, in Matt. v. 20— 
“For I ſay unto you, That except your righteouſ- 
neſs ſhall exceed the righteouſneſs of the Scribes and 
' Phariſees, ye ſhall in no caſe enter into the kingdom 
of heaven,” The Apoſtle would never have ſpoken 
10 pe of 
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of himſelf as the chief of ſinners, and as having & oh. 


tained mercy for a pattern to them who ſhould here. 


after believe,” if his chriſtian judgment, or the Holy 
Ghoſt, had taught him, that he was a man of real pi. 
ety, while he was puniſhing the ſaints in every ſyna- 
gogue, and compelling chem to blaſpheme the name 


of Jeſus Chriſt. 
The heirs of promiſe are “ choſen to ſalvation, 
through ſanQtification of the Spirit, and belief of the 


truth. * The believer will not make a perfect agree- 
-ment with his creed a term of communion ; but, as 


the atonement, with the doArines it involves, is the 
object of his faith, and the ground of his hope, be 
will not embrace thoſe, as his brethren in the Lord, 


who ſtrike at the foundation on which he builds for 
eternity. He is far from calling down fire from 
heaven, to conſume thoſe, who deny or pervert the 


goſpel, and he prays, that God would give them re- 


pentance, to the acknowledging of the truth; but he 


will not deſignedly take any ſtep, nor indulge any 


pliancy of behaviour, which may give countenance 
to the enemies of the croſs. He conſiders thoſe, 
as belonging to this claſs, who make individual 


opinion a ſufficient ſtandard of religious faith. He 


looks with abhorrence upon a device, which 1s 


the offspring of N and tends to univerſal 


i 01a * 


- Had the Apoſtles been like our modern Jatitudi 
narians, we can diſeern no motive, which could have 


influenced them to act the part, which they did, in 
propagating the goſpel. They could not have been 


impelled 
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impelled by motives of worldly gain, or honor; for 
they did not hold up, either to Jews or Gentiles, 
flattering earthly proſpects; nor did they aim to 


make converts, by an artful addreſs to the paſſions 
of their hearers, and by concealing the leading arti- 


cles of their faith; but they early proclaimed, that 
their religion was far from being plealing to fleſh and 
blood, and that thoſe, who ae it, had nothing 


to expect, in this world, but reproaches, perſecution, 


and death. The Apoſtles were as wretched them- 
ſelves, as the malice of the Jews and Gentiles could 
render them. God ſet them forth, “as it were ap- 
pointed to death,” and © they were made as the filth 


of the world, and were the offscouring of all things,” 


unto the end of their lives. They had been taught 
of Chriſt to look for all the evils they endured, be- 


fore they entered on their miſſion. Paul faith, in 
1 Cor. xv. 19th, © If in this life only we have hope 
in Chriſt, we are of all men moſt miſerable.” Men, 


who have not been attached to any particular ſyſtem 
of faith, have never run ſuch riſks, and expoſed 
themſelves to ſuch ſufferings, for the ſake of ſpread- 
ing any religion, when they had nothing to ſpur them 
on, either from wealth or ambition. 

How could the Apoſtles have been induced to con- 


duct as they did, on the latitudinarian plan; either 
from a regard to the happineſs of their fellow men, 
the honor of Chriſt, or the glory of God? Accord-_ 


ing to the ſcheme we are nqw expoſing, they would 
have ſuppoſed, that the phariſaical Jews, and the idol- 


atrous Pagans, might be ſaved, if they fincerely ad- 


Herod to the religion, in which they had. been edu- 
| cated. 
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cated. Why, then, ſhould they be anhantes to em- 

brace a new religion, which could offer them no ſurer 

ground of hope ; and, beſides, would expoſe them 

to ſuffer great preſent loſs ? The apoſtolic Miſſiona- 
ries would have aQted a part no leſs inconſiſtent, if 
they had labored to perſuade thoſe to whom they 
were ſent, to receive Jeſus of Nazareth as the true 
Meſſiah, and the only Mediator between God and 
man; when it was a matter of perfect indifference to 
falvation, whether he were conſidered as the promil- 
ed Meſſenger from the Father, or an impoſtor; or 
| whether he were conſidered as being God, or a mere 
creature, of the ſame rank with many diſtinguiſhed 
buman characters, that were eſteemed, either among 

the Jews, or the Gentiles, Would they, had they 
been under the government of modern liberality, 

| have denounced interminable puniſhment as the fruit 

of unbelief, had they been in doubt whether any fu 
ture miſery were to be expeQted ; or, if any, had they 
ll fuppoſed, that it would be only for a limited dura- 
tion, and that for the ſole purpoſe of diſciplining the 
fubjeQ into virtue, and rendering him happy? Why 
would they have beſought men to be reconciled to 
God—to IEHOVvAH, the God of Iſrael, had it been 
not eſſential to human happineſs, in what light the 
divine character were conſidered ? or whether the 
doarine of the divine unity, or Polytheilſn, were 

_ embraced ? | 
It muſt appear, I think, to nn reflecting mind, 

that, according to the lax religious ſentiments of ſome, 

in our day, who would be thought believers in 

_ Chriſtianity, the Apoſtles acted like madmen, the 

martyrs 


3 
martyrs were guilty of confuinmate folly, and the the 


goſpel i is deſtitute of divine authority, „ 
If we cordially embrace the religion of Jeſus Chriſt, 


in its pure and heavenly nature, it will become the 
power of God unto the ſalvation of our ſouls; and 
we ſhall be fully convinced, that Paul aQed a noble 
part, when he ſaid to Agrippa, I would to God, that 
not only thou, but alſo all that hear me this day, were 


both almoſt, and altogether ſuch as I am, except theſe 


bonds. Where can we find a character, among man- 
kind, ſo amiable and excellent as that of a true Chriſ- 


tian? The cauſe, in which he is engaged, is worthy 


of the higheſt ſervices, which have ever been per- 
formed for its advancement, and the ſufferings which 
| have been endured, and the blood which hath been 
ſpilled, for its ſake. 

If our minds, my brethren, be not corrupted from 
che Implicity that is in Chriſt, we ſtand on ſure 
ground, whatever aſſaults may be made upon us. 
With hearts that breathe . Glory to God in the high- 


eft, and good will towards men,” we ſhall not, by di- 
vine grace, be overcome, by all the powers of earth 


and hell. Having fled for refuge, to lay hold upon 


the hope ſet before us, we ſhall have ſtrong and abid- 


ing conſolation. If „our loins be girt about with 
truth,” and we take to ourſelves every part of the 


armor of God, we ſhall be able to withſtand in the 
evil day. We dare challenge all the wiſdom of this 
world to invent a ſcheme, which, like the goſpel, can 


unite the hearts of intelligent creatures to God, and 
to each other ; and to account for the conduR of 
Chrift, and his Apoſtles, from any other motives, 


than 
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than thoſe which are drawn from the holy nature of 
| the religion which they preached. If we give up the 
leading traits of Chriſtianity, we ſhall reſemble Samp- 
fon, when ſhorn of his locks, and ſhall become the 
ſcorn of infidels. Many of them know, that there is 
a wide difference between the religion of the Bible, 
and that which is found in the writings of pagan 
Moraliſts. If we attempt to blend them, or affect 
to conſider them as radically the ſame, Deiſts may 
praiſe us in their words; but they will deſpiſe us in 
their hearts, as being wanting, either in diſcernment, 
or integrity, or fortitude. If we have any regard 
to our own peace, to the ſouls of our fellow men, 
or to the cauſe of the Redeemer, let us “ contin- 
ue in the faith, grounded and ſettled, and be not 
moved away from the hope of the goſpel.” 

3. The preſent ſubje& brings into view the ſpirit 
of the faithful Miniſters of 1 Chriſt, and their 
motives to fidelity. 

Thoſe whom the Holy Ghoſt hath made Ft IM 
over the flock of God, feel an affeQtionate regard to 
the ſouls of men, and to Him, who laid down his 
life for the ſheep. Such Miniſters can, in ſome de- 
gree, adopt the language of the Apoſtle, when ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to the church at Philippi; “ God is 
my record, how greatly I long after you all in the 
bowels of Jeſus Chriſt.” Their hearts are charmed 
with his religion; as proclaiming peace on earth, and 
unfolding the excellencies of the divine mind. It is 
their earneſt deſire, that Chriſt may be magnified in 
their body, whether it be by life or by death. 
Miniſters 
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| Miniſters, of this defcription, will find powerful 
motives ta incite them to fidelity in their arduous 


work ; from the promiſed reward—from the hope of 


promoting the happineſs of finners—and from the 
worth and glory of the kingdom, to which they are 
devoted. They will be able to adopt the animating 
language of the Apoſtle, “ Now thanks be unto God, 


who always cauſeth us to triumph in Chriſt, and 


maketh manifeſt the ſavor of bis knowledge by us in 
Rey place.”* : 


MAY much of the apoſtolic fpirit reſt on you, 
MY YOUNG FRIEND AND BROTHER, who are now 
to take the overfight of the Flock of God in this 
place. The charge of ſouls is a great and ſolemn 
charge. Who is ſufficient for theſe things? From 
the acquaintance I have had with you, I am led to 
hope, that you feel the weight of the truſt, which you 
are about to receive, and that your ſufficiency is of 
God; who alone can make you an able Miniſter of 
the New Teſtament. 


Lou have profeſſed to embrace the Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, as the only Saviour, and to give up yourſelf 
to God, through him, in an everlaſting covenant. 
As a Chriſtian, you know the worth of your own 
ſoul, and the ſouls of your fellow men; and pray, 
that ſovereign grace may be diſplayed, in the con- 
verſion of ſinners. The primitive Miniſters of the 
goſpel were reconciled to God themſelves, before 
they went forth to preach the word to others. If 


you ſtand on their ground, the ſame method hath 
D been 
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been taken in the divine conduct towards you. 1s 


it not the fervent deſire of your heart, that you may 
obtain mercy to be faithful; and that you may not 


labor in vain ? Can you not look to your heavenly . 


Father, at this time, and ſupplicate his * preſ- 
ence ? 

If a man deſire the office of a Biſhop, he de- 
fireth a good work.” It furniſhes opportunity to 
promote the happineſs of mankind, beyond any oth- 
er. It 1s beſt adapted to rouſe the ſtupid from their 
dangerous ſleep, to lead them to repentance, and to 


train them up for heaven. Faithful Miniſters of the 


goſpel, in a high degree do honor to Chriſt, and pro- 
mote the glory of that kingdom, which is © righteoul- 


| neſs, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt.” Their 


employment is cloſely connected with the eternal 
world, and the day of judgment. 

Poſſeſſing the ſpirit of your ſtation, you will be 
impreſſed with high and commanding motives to be 


faithful; and will not dare to corrupt the word of 


God, nor to refrain from“ warning every man, and 
teaching every man in all wiſdom, that you may pre- 
ſent every man perfect in Chriſt Jeſus.” Experience 
abundantly teaches, that ſhining talents are no de- 


fence againſt error or wickedneſs, Let the goſpel 


be the guide of your faith, and the joy of your heart, 


and you will not be ſuffered to fall into any fatal 
deluſion in your doctrine, nor to caſt off the fear 


of God in your practice. Under the influence of 
chriſtian meekneſs and humility, you will not be 
pufted up by applauſe, nor be overwhelmed by re- 
proach, 
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You are called to be a public Teacher, in a day, 
when the Lord “ ariſeth to ſhake terribly the earth.“ 
No period wag ever ſeen, in which ſo many minds 
_ vere equally unſettled, relative to moral and relig- 
ious ſubjetts ; and in which Deiſm and Atheiſm were 
openly eſpouſed by ſuch numbers, as at the preſent 
time. © This day is a day of trouble, and of rebuke, 


and of blaſphemy.” If you watch and keep your 


garments, your faith will not be overthrown, but con- 


firmed, by the events before us. Attend to the. 


work, on which you are entering, with holy diligence 


and zeal ; and place the means of conviction before 


this people, that you are willing to ſpend, and be 
ſpent, to promote their immortal happineſs. Re- 


ceiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, may you 


have grace to ſerve God acceptably, with reverence 
and godly fear, It is of the higheſt importance, that 
the friends of evangelical truth appear boldly on its 


ſide, and that they exert themſelves for its defence, 


againſt all its adverſaries. Gird up the loins of your 


mind, and at the ſoldier under the great Captain of 
our ſalvation. Let the ſpirit of the goſpel be mani- 


teſted, by your preaching, by your example, and by 
the manner in which you perform all parts of the 


paſtoral office. * Study to ſhew thyſelf approved 
unto God, a workman that needeth not to be a- 


ſhamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” Long 
may you ſerve God, in the goſpel of his Son, be 
inſtrumental in turning many to righteouſneſs, and 


at laſt receive a crown of glory, that fadeth not 


away. 
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2 THE: People of Tais Cuurcn AND SOCIETY, 
are under high and peculiar obligations to return 
thanks to God, on this joyful occaſion, It hath pleaſ. 
ed Him, who hath the hearts of all men in his hand, 
to incline you, with a good degree of unanimity, to 
make choice of one to miniſter to you in holy things, 
who, as we truſt, will, „ by manifeſtation of the truth, 
commend himſelf to every man's conſcience, in the 
ſight of God.” We hope that you will eſteem him 
very highly in love for his work's ſake ; and that you 
will be at peace among yourſelves. To you he has 
almoſt wholly confined his public ſervices, during the 
few months, which have elapſed, ſince he began to 

preach the goſpel, He will be much encouraged, 
if, in addition to the tokens of friendſhip, which he 
has already received from you, he continue to expe- 
rience that tenderneſs and candor, which he has a 
right to expect from his years and ſtanding. The 
miniſtry is his choice, above every other profeſſion ; 
and we have juſt reaſons to believe, that it will be 
his delight. We are perſuaded, Brethren, that you 
will not, through any negle& of yours, wiſh to di- 
vert him from ſtudy, and the other duties of his 

office. 

Be exhorted, my Friends, to attend to > the truth, 
as delivered in the holy ſcriptures, and to receive it 
in faith and love. You will behold that majeſty, 
taſte that ſweetneſs, and diſcern that beauty, in the 
word of the Lord, which will awe your ſouls into rev- 
erence, inſpire them with peace, and raiſe within 
them a joyful hope. Let it be your deſire, that wben 
your beloved Paſtor aſcends the deſk, he may clear- 
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Iy diltinguiſh between the character of che ſaint, and 


the character of the ſinner; and that he may apply 


the promiſes and threatenings of the Bible, without _ 


reſpect of perſons. Heat him, without a murmur, 


when he reproves the wicked, when he dete<as the 
_ deluſion of the hypocrite, and when he holds up 


Chriſt, as the way, the truth, and the life. Counte- 
nance him in every juſt attempt to effect a reforma- 
tion, and to maintain goſpel order. Remember him 
in your prayers ; and may the ſpirit of grace and of 
ſupplications be poured out upon you. Nov the 


God of patience and conſolation grant you to be like 


minded one toward another, according to Chriſt je- 
ſus; that ye may, with one mind and one mouth, glo- 
rify God, even the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” 
- This occaſion muſt revive in your minds the mem- 
ory of the worthy man, who, a few years ſince, brake 
to you the bread of life ; and was removed from the 


world in the midſt of his days and uſefulneſs.* + Min- 


iſters, like other men, are. not ſuffered to continue 


by reaſon of death. Remember that the day is at 
hand, when they, and the people of their charge, 


muſt meet at the bar of God. Prepare to be found 
of your Judge in peace; and may you behold him 
with the triumph of joy, © when he ſhall come to be 


_ glorified in his ſaints, and to be admired in all them 


that believe.“ 


EVERY one preſent, who is on the Lord's fide, 


deſires that his name may be magnified, and feels com- 


paſſion 


* Rev. Jos zen ArrizTON, who died July 26th, 1795, „ aged 44» ond in the 
26th year of his Miniſtry, 
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30 
paſſion for periſhing ſouls. Adorn the doQrine of | © 
God our Saviour in all things; and ſtrive, and pray, 
that it may be embraced and obeyed, by the unbe- 
lieving and rebellious. You admire the benevo- 
lence, and the fortitude, of the Apoſtle. Paul, when 
he ſtood before Agrippa; and, though you may nev- | 
er be called to appear on ſo great an occaſion, you 1 
will not withhold your teſtimony to the ſame cauſe. 
Look to God, and he will help you, and not ſuffer 
you to be confounded, or aſhamed, by the aſſaults 
of the infidel, or the mockings of the ſcorner. The 


ſufferings of the faithful are but for a moment, and I 
«work for them a far more excooding and eternal t 
* of . C 

[LET thoſe, who are yet in their ſins, be recon- | 


ciled to God without delay. Be not almoſt, but al- 
together perſuaded to become real Chriſtians. Take 
the yoke of Chriſt upon you, and learn of him; for 
he is meek and lowly in heart; and ye ſhall find reſt 
unto your ſouls. Embrace him as a Prophet, as a 
Prieſt, and as a King, and confeſs him before men ; 
and he will confeſs you before the holy angels, and 
before his Father who is in heaven. © Now unto 
him that is able to keep you from falling, and to pre- 
ſent you faultleſs before the preſence of his glory 

| with exceeding joy, to the only wiſe God our Sav- 
iour, be glory and majeſty, dominion and power, 
both now and ever, —AMEN,” 
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THE 
CHARGE, 
By TE REV. ELI FORBES, or GLOUCESTER. 


As the ſons of Aaron, the officiating 
Prieſts of the Old Teſtament, were conſecrated to 
the holy ſervice of the ſanQuary, by the impoſition 
of hands, and the Paſtors of the New, ever ſince the 
Apoſtles' days, have been ſeparated and ſet apart to 
their office under the ſame rite, by the laying on of 
the .hands of the Preſbytery ; this mode, under the 
divine patronage, comes recommended to us from 
ancient uſage, and an early adoption into the Chril- 
tian Church. h 
And fince it has pleaſed God, who worketh all 
things according to the counſel of his own will, to 
incline and unite the hearts of this people to chooſe 
and invite you, Mr. THOMAS SNELL, to the 


work of the Goſpel Miniſtry among them, and to the 


Paſtoral Office over them; and to incline and diſ- 
poſe you to accept of their invitation; We, ordain- 
ed Miniſters and aſſociated Paſtors, at your and their 
deſire, having layed our hands on your head, do, 
in the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and by au- 


thority derived from him, conſecrate you to the ſer- 


vice of the ſanctuary, and ſeparate you to the work 


of 
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af the Miniſtry, and ordain you Paſtor of the ſecond 


Church of Chriſt in. Brookfield. 

Aud we charge you, in the fight of God, who 
quickeneth all things, and before our Lord [eſus, 
the great Head of the Church, that you faithfully do 
the work of an Evangeliſt, and move regularly in 
your own ſphere, and make full proof of your Min- 


iſtry. Know the ſtate of your flock, over which the 


Holy Ghoſt, through our miniſtration, bas now made 
you an Overſeer ; not by conſtraint, but of a ready 
mind; and give to every one his portion in due lea. 
ſon. For this purpoſe, | 
Take heed to the Miniſtry you have e 
Give all diligence that you may increaſe the ſtock of 
miniſterial furniture, which, by the hleſſing of God 
on your ſtudies, you have already acquired; that you 
may lay a good foundation for the diſcharge of the 
duties of your office, with reputation and ſafety 
to yourſelf, and with advantage to others. Give, 
therefore, attendance to reading. Read the holy 


ſeriptures, with an open, candid, and teachable mind. 


Read, alſo, other books, of human compoſition, el. 


- pecially in theology ; ; and while you humbly improve 
the means of knowledge, keep your mind open to 


conviction, and judge for yourſelf, as in the fight of 
God; and call no man Maſter on earth, for one is 
your Maſter in heaven, even Chriſt. Thus, with a 
mind divelted of prepoſſeſſions, open to the admil- 


' fion of truth, and removed from a ſervile depend- 


ence on the deciſions of others, preach the word, 
the unadulterated goſpel of God our Saviour; not, 
indeed, in the words which men's wiſdom teacheth; 

fs” 2 5 but 


= 
But in | the Lords which the Holy Choft teatheth, 
comparing ſpiritual things with ſpiritual. Nor muſt 
you teach for doctrines the commandments of men, 
but the doctrines of the goſpel, in their ſimplicity 
and purity; that your profiting may appear unto all 
then; and that, with the Apoſtle, when he came charg- 
ed with the meſſages of the goſpel to the city Co- 
rinth, you may appear principally to know Jeſus 
Chriſt, even him who was crucified ; making the doc- 
trines of his croſs your capital point in preaching : 
For theſe doctrines ſhew that way of ſalvation which 
you muſt purſue yourſelf, and clearly point out to 
thoſe of your charge, that you may 1 lave 9 
ſelf, and them that hear you. 

Take heed to thyſelf—to the ſtate of your on 
mind. See that your heart is eſtabliſned with grace, 
and right in the fight of God; ſavingly impreſſed 
with the truths you preach—that you cultivate tlie 
graces, and exemplify the virtues, you inculcate up- 
on others. Be thou an example to the flock, iri good 
works, that you may give weight and energy to the 
doctrines you preach, adorning them with a blame- 
leſs and a godly life ; otherwiſe, when you have 
preached to others, you may be a caſtaway yourſelf. 
Your office is important; the diſcharge of its duties 
is big with your own and the future fates of men. For 
you watch for ſouls, as one who muſt give account. 

Though your work is great, your truſt interelling, 
and your future account awful; yet the grace of 
Chriſt is ſufficient for you. If you are found faith- 
ful, you may depend, with ſafety, on that animating 
promiſe Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the 
| 13 end 
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end of the world.” Be thou, therefore, ſtrong in the 


grace which is in Chriſt Jeſus. Go forth, before 


the flock, in the name of the Lord; and let no man 
deſpiſe thee. 6 

By the authority Smet to us, we empower 
vou to adminiſter the ſeals of the new covenant to 
all. the proper ſubjects thereof: Baptiſm to viſible 
ſaints, and to their infant ſeed ; the ſacrament of the 
Lord's Supper to all who make a credible profeſſion 
of their faith in Chriſt, and their obedience, whoſe 
lives correſpond. with the doctrines of Chriſtianity, 
which are according to godlineſs. 

Preſide in the houſe of God, which is the Church 
of the living God; and rule well; not lording it over 
God's heritage : But follow after righteouſneſs, god- 


linels, faith, love, patience, and meekneſs. Be gen- 


tle unto all men, inſtructing them who oppoſe them- 
ſelves, if peradventure God may give them repent- 
ance to the acknowledgemeat of the truth. 

And when you ſhall be called to ordain others to 
the work of the Miniſtry, commit thou the {ame things 
we repoſe with thee, to faithful men, who ſhall be able 


to inſtru others allo : But lay hands ſudcenly on 


no man, that the Miniſtry be not blamed., 

Finally: As the work, to which you are called, 
has its peculiar trials, which you muſt bear with for- 
titude ; its dangers, which you muſt encounter with 


courage; and its difficulties, which you. muſt ſur- 
mount by perſeverance ;—your Maſter's. kingdom i is 


not of this. world; you muſt, therefore, expett litile 
from the world : For, as you are ſet for the defence 
of the goſpel, ſo you muſt expeR torpartake. of the 
afflictions 


8 


an of the . Therefore, endure hardneſs as 
a good ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt ; and let none of theſe 


things move you, neither count your lifedear unto you, 


ſo that you may finiſh your courſe with joy, and the 
miniſtry you have received of the Lord Jeſus, to teſtify 
the goſpel of the grace of God ; which he is always 
ready to impart to his faithful ſervants, as they may 
need, and which will be ſufficient for you. And we 
only add—Be aſſured, dear Sir, that a conſtant in- 
tercourſe with God, by a life of prayer and piety, 
and a humble dependence on the unfailing prom- 
Hes of our and your Divine Maſter, will make your 
work comparatively eaſy, and give life and vigor 


to your exertions in the common cauſe. And if 


you thus, with piety, fortitude, and prudence, perſe- 
yere in your work to the end, then, when the Chief 
Shepherd ſhall appear, you O's receive a crown of 
. which en, not . 20 
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RI 01 ＋ HAND 0 FELLOWSHIP, 


BY. rur n. EPIRAINM VARD, oF BROOKFIELD, 
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| Tk glorious defign of the goſpel is, to 
cultivate. peace on earth, diſplay the divine benevo- 
lence to mankind, and prepare them for endleſs fe- 
licity: in glory. To accompliſh this, the Son of God 
became man; exhibited the moſt perfect example 
ol thoſe graces, which tend to illuminate the mind, 
and meliorate the heart; and died, an expiatory ſac- 
rifice for the fins of men. When he left this world, 
as to his bodily preſence, he provided for the carry- 
ing on this great deſign. Accordingly, he appoint- 
ed ſome Apoſtles, ſome Prophets, fome Paſtors, and 
Teachers, for the work of the Miniſtry, and the edi- 
fying of the body of Chriſt, And when God is 
pleaſed to confer this favor upon any, by putting 
them ioto the Miniſtry, the rules of Chriſtianity, as 
well as propriety, teach us to congratulate them upon 
the honor Chriſt has done them ; publicly. to own 


them as his Miniſters, and welcome them into the 
ſervice of their Lord: That ſuch as are in the Minil- 


try ſhould take them into fellowſhip with themſelves, 
publicly acknowledge them their brethren, and com- 
panions, in the kingdom and ſervice of Chriſt, 
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I is uſual, by fignificant figns, as well as by words, 
to aac our cordial affeQion, and fraternal. regard, 
for fellow creatures ; and, in token of equality and 
friendſhip, the giving of the Right Hand of Fellow- 
ſhip to a brother, upon his induktion into the office 
of the Miniſtry, is divinely taught, as a part of his 
initiation, .and ſolemn ſeparation to the ſacred work. 
In conformity to the apoſtolic rule, the uniform 
practice of the Churches, and in purſuance of the 
appointment of this venerable Council, to you, Rev- 
erend and dear Sir, I now give, and from you receive 
the ſocial hand. Hereby ſignifying, that we look up- 
on you a true Miniſter of Chriſt, and Paſtor of the 
Church and Flock of God in this place; regularly 
introduced into the ſacred office; inveſted with the 
ſame power, entitled to the ſame privileges, as well 
as obliged to the ſame duties, with thoſe of us, wha 
are in the Miniſtry. And, Reverend and dear Sir, 
we heartily congratulate you, upon the honor Chriſt 
bas done you, in accounting you worthy, and put- 
ting you into the Miniſtry. We bleſs God for all 
thoſe gifts and graces he has conferred upon you, 
which afford us a pleaſing proſpe of your being a 
faithful ſervant in his houſe, In the name of the 
Paſtors of the Churches convened, let me aſſure you, 
that we welcome you, as a fellow laborer with us, in 
the vineyard of the Lord. And we do, with ſincere 
affection, and fervent charity, embrace you as a 
brother, and companion, in the goſpel Miniſtry ; and 
promiſe you all that affeQtion, and aſſiſtance, you can 
reaſonably deſire of us; and expett the ſame from 
YOu, as we Rand | in need, But, dear Sir, let me tell 


you, 


* 
you, you, that peculiar trials, and temptations, may attend 


the office you have undertaken.' You may expect x7 
to meet great oppoſition, from the powers of dark. tn 
neſs, as well as from the corrupt and perverſe tem- As 


pers of men; which will try 'yogr faith, your pa- 
tience, your prudence, and every grace within you. 
We mention this, not to diſcourage you; but, be- 
loved Brother, we warn you, that you may be pre. 
| pared for the various trials, with which you may 
meet. And ve aſſure you, for your comfort, and 
encouragement, that He is a good Maſter, whom we 
ſerve ; and who has ſaid, © Lo, I am with you al. 
ways; my grace is ſufficient for you.” Here we 
leave you, to ſtand and labor in your lot, till the 
end of the days appointed you; praying, that the 
God of all grace may be with you, and crown your 
labors with abundant ſucceſs. 


k 
W 
b 


I ADD a word to the Church 5 Congregation 
uſually meeting in this place, 


Dearly beloved in our Lord, 


We felt a tender concern for you, when your late 
pious and Reverend Paſtor was taken from you. 
We, in this vicinity, ſuſtained a great loſs; but not 
ſo immediately concerned in it as you were. The 
kind providence of God is to be acknowledged, in 
preſerving you from fatal errors, and diviſions, while 
you were left as ſheep without a ſhepherd. 

That degree of harmony which has prevailed, and 
ſtill prevails among you, we view as a token for 
good; and ſinterely congratulate you, upon the re- 

| ſettlement of the goſpel Miniſtry and Ordinances 
among 


eſtify our union” ' andfellowitip 
rganized Church. We rejoice, 
nes of breaches, has repair- 


ed the breach made” "upon you. Behold the man! 


among you. We 
with you, as a duly 
that he, who 1s the | 


ſ 


your Paſtor, and [ ritual guide. i Receive him, as 
we hope and tr he is, a precious gift of our al- 
cended Lord. And we beſeech you; Brethren, to 
know him, who is called to labor among you, and 
who is over you in the Lord, and to eſteem him very 


highly in love, for his work's ſake; and be at peace 


among yourſelves. And the God of love and peace 
be with you all-— AMEN. 
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